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A Voyage of the Emperor of China, into the JVejlern 
Tartary, in the Tear ', i68, 
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/" |"^He Emperor th ; s Year, which is the 1,0th. of his Ave, 

I made a Voyage into the weftern Tartary, together 
with the Queen his Grand-mother, which they call the Queen 
Mother, he departed the 16. of July, in the Company of more 
than 60000 Men, and tococo Horfe. Ke positively re- 
folved, that I, with one of the two Fathers that were at the 
Court of Pekin, the Choife of which he left to me, fhou'd 
follow him. I chofe Father Philip Grimaldi ; becaufe he is 
the moft known, and becaufe he perfectly underftood the 
Mathcmaticks. 

Several Reafons prevailed with the Emperor to Enterprife 
this Journy. The hrft was, that he might keep his Militia 
during the Peace as well as in the Warrs, in continual Exer- 
ciie ; and for this Reafbn it was, that after he had eftablifh'd 
-1 iirm Peace in all the Quarters of this lb vafl an Empire ; he 
recalled his beft Troops hither out of every Province, and re- 
fo'ved in his Councel to make every Year Expeditions of this 
kind, in feverai Seafons, that by hunting of Deer, Bore?, 
Baars, and Tigres, they might learn to overcome the Enemys 
of the Empire, or at leaft to prevent the cooling of their 
Courage, or the degenerating from their priftine Valour, by 
the Luxury of China, in a too long Repole, 

In effect thefe kinds of Hunting had more of the mew of 
a Military Expedition, then of one for Divertifement, as I 
have already noted : The Emperor took in his Train, 
icoooo Horfe, and above 6ooco Men,, all armed with 
Arrows and Cimiters, divided into Compaoys and March- 
ing 
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ing in BatteH-Array after their Colours, with the found of 
Drums and Trumpets : During their Hunting, they intirely 
inverted the Mountains and Forrefts, as if they had been Ci- 
ties which they defigned to Beleaguer ; following in this, 
the manner of Hunting ufed by the eaftern Tartars, of which 
I have fpoken in my laft Letter. This Army had its Vant- 
guard and Rere-guard, and its main Body, its Right Wing 
and left Wing, was commanded by fo many Generals and pet- 
ty Kings. There were fpent more then Seventy days before 
they were on their March, in bringing together all the Am- 
munitions of the Army upon the Waggons, upon the Cam- 
els, upon the Horfes, and upon the Mules, by reafon of the 
Incommodious Ways. For in all the weftern Tartary (I call 
it weftern) not with Relation to China, which Lyeth in Ref- 
pecl of it weftward it felf, but with refpect of the Eaftern 
Tartary) there is nothing to be found but Mountains, Rocks, 
and Vallies, there are neither Cities, Towns, nor Villages, 
nor fo much as anv Houfes. The Inhabitants Lodge under 
Tents, pitched on all fides in the open Feilds. They are for 
the moft part Grafiers, and tranfport their Tents from one 
Vally to another, according as the Paftures are better. There 
they Pafture their Beefs, their Horfes, and their Camels, 
they breed no Hoggs, nor any of thofe other Animals, which 
elfe where are fed in the Villages, as Poultry and Geefe. But 
only of fuch as the Herbs, which an uncultivated Land doth 
Naturally produce, will ferve to fuftain. They pafs their 
Life either in Hunting, or doing nothing. And as they nei- 
ther Sow nor cultivate the Earth, fo they make no Harveft. 
They Live upon Milk, Cheefe, and Flefh, and have a fort of 
Wine, not much unlike our Aqua-vita? ; with which they 
make their Feafts, and are often Drunk. In fhort they care 
for nought from Morning to Night, but to Drink and Eat ; 
like the Beafts, and Droves which they Feed. 

They are not without their Preifts, which they call La- 
mas, for whome they have a Angular Veneration, in which 
they differ from the Oriental Tartars ; the moft part of 

whome 
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whome have no Religion, nor do they beleive any God. For 
the reft both of the one and the other are Slaves, and wholly 
depend upon the Will of their Mailers, whofe Religion and 
Manners they blindly follow : Like in this to their Droves, 
who go where they are Lead, and not where they ought 
to go. 

This part of Tartary, Lyes without the prodigious Wall of 
China about 1000 Chinefe Stadia, that is to fay more than 300 
European. Miles, and extends from the North-eaft towards the 
north. 

The Emperor Rides on Horfe-back, in the Head of his Ar- 
my through thefe Defert Places, & thefe Steep Mountains, 
and far from great Roads, expofed all the Day to the Scorch- 
ings of the Sun, to the Rains, and to all the Injuries of the 
Air. Many- of thofe which had been in the Sail: Warr, amired 
me, that they had not fuffered fo much dudng all that, as 
during this Hunting. Infomuch that the Emperor, whofe 
principal Aim it was, to give his Forces a Breathing, perform- 
ed effectually what he pretended. 

The fecond Reafon he had of undertaking this Journy, was 
that he might keep the weftern Tartars in their Duty, and to 
Prevent any purnitious Defigns, that might be formed againft 
the States. 

It was for this that he entred their Country with fo great 
an Army, and with fo great Preparations for Warr. Having 
carried along feveral great Gunns, that he might caufe them 
to be Difcharged from time to time into the Vallies, and by 
the Noyfe and Fire which iiTued out of the Mouths of thofe 
Dragons, which ferved to ornament them, he might caft a 
Dread upon the Rout. 

Befides this great Retinue, he would yet be accomranved 
with ail the Marks of Grandure, with which he was inviron- 
ned at the Ccurt of Pekin. To wit, with a Multitude of 
Drums, Trumpets, Timbals, and other Mufical Instruments, 
which formed Conforts Daring his fitting at Table, when 
he entered the Pallace, Or when he went out. He caufed all 

thefe 
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thefe to march with him, that he might by this outward 
Pomp Aftonifh thefe Barbarous People, to ftricke them 
with a Fear and RefpecT: of his Emperial Majefty. 

For the Empire of China never had any Enemies more 
to be feared than thefe Weftern Tartars ; which beginning 
on the eaft of China incompafs it with an almoft Infinite of 
people, and keep it as it were continually beleagured on 
the North and -Weft fides thereof j and 'twas to make a 
Bulwork againft their Incurfions, that z.Ghinefe Emperor 
in Antient times caufed this great Wall to be Built, which 
feperates China from their Countrey. I liave pafled it fewer 
times, and have confidered it very attentively, And I can 
fay without Hyperbolizing, that all the feven Wonders 
of the World put together, are not comparable to this 
worke. And all that Fame has ipred concerning it among 
the Europeans, is farfhort of what i my felf have.feen. 

Two things have more efpecially caufed my Admiration. 
The firft is, that in this long extent from the Eaft to the 
Weft, it pafies in feveral places not only through vaft eham- 
panes, but alfo above the tops of exceeding high Moun- 
tains, upon which it is raifed by little, and little, and Fortifyed 
at certaine Intervales with great Towers ; not dlftant the one 
from the other more then two flight fhot. At our return I 
had the curiofity to meafure the height of it in one place by 
meanes of an Inftrument, and I found that it was in that 
place 1037 Geometrical feet above the Horizon j in fuch fort 
that 'tis hard to comprehend how 'twas poffible to Elevate 
this Enormous Bulwork to. the hight we faw it, in places 
dry and full of Mountain?, whence they mud be obieiged 
to bring from a great diftance with Incredible Labour, the 
Water, Brick, Morter, and all the Materials necefTary for 
fo great a Work. 

The fecond thing that Surprifed me was that this Wall is 
not continued upon the fame Line, but bent in divers pla- 
ces following the Situation of the Mountains, in fuch man- 
ner that inftead of one Wall, one may fay that there are 
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three, which Invlron all this great Pcirt of China, 

After all, The Monarch which in our Dayes hath Re-u- 
nited the Chinefe and the Tartars, under one and the fame 
Government, has done feme things more for the advantage 
of the Security of China, than the Chinefe Emperor that 
Built the long Wall. For after having Reduced the Weft- 
era Tartars, partly by Artifice* partly by Force of Armes : 
He has Obleiged them to go and remaine at 300 Miles Dift- 
ance from the Wall of China ; and in this place he Diftributs 
to them Lands and Failures, whilft he has given their 
Country to other Tartars, his Subjects which have their Ha- 
bitation there at prefent: Nctwithftanding which thefe 
Weftern Tartars are fo Powerful, that if they fbould agree 
together, they might make themielves Matters of all China, 
and of the Eaftern Tartary, Even in the face of the Orien- 
tal Tartars. 

I have faid, that the Tartarian Monarch that Conquered 
China, ufed an expedient for Subduing the We (tern Tartars. 
For one of his firfc Cares was to engage to his Intereit by 
his Royal Bounties, and by Demonfti ation of a Singular 
Affection, the Lamas (or Preifis) thefe Men having a 
great Repute above all thofe of their Nation, eafiiy 
perfvvaded them to Submit to the Government of fo great 
a Prince, and 'tis in confederation of this Service done to the 
Eftate, that the prefent Emperor looks upon thefe Lamas- 
with a favourable Eye, that he beftows Prefents on them j 
and that he makes ufs of them to keep the Tartars in the O - 
bedience which they owe him : Tho' at the Botom he hath 
nothing but Dis efteem for their Perfons, and looks upon 
them as a Sort of Ignorant Fellows, which have not the leafl: 
Tincture of the Sciences or Commendable Arts, in which 
without doubt this Prince {hews a Wife Policy, in fo Dif- 
guifeing his true Sentiments, by thefe Exteriour Marks of 
Efteem and Goodwil. 

He has Divided tills Vaftly extended Country into 48 
Provinces, who have Submitted and are Tributary to him. 

From 
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From, whence it comes to pafs, that the Emperor that 
Reigns at prefers £ in China, and in the cne and the other 
Tartcry, may iuftiy be called the Greater!: and moil Power- 
ful Monark of yj/ia, having fo many vafc Eilates under him, 
without being any where interacted by the Territory of any 
Forrein. Prince, and lie alone being as the Soule which 
gives Motion to all the Members of fc vail a Bcdv. 

For after he had charged himfelf with the Government, 
he did not at ail intruft the Care to any of the Cclaos, nor to 
any of the great Men of his Court. Ke has not at all fuffe- 
red, that the Eunucks of the Palace, or any of his Pages, 
c-r any of the young Lords that -have been Railed by him, 
inould diiboie of the ieafl thing in his Houfe, or fhouid 
Regulate any thing of themfelves : which appears verv ex- 
traordinary j eipec'ally if we examine what Cufiornes his 
Prediceflors were wont to ufe. 

He Chafriles with wonderful Equity the Great Ones as 
well as the Inferiors j he Deprives them of their Charges, 
and makes them defcend from the Rank they held, Propor- 
tioning always the Penalty to the Heincufnefs of their 
Fault. Pie takes Cognifance of the Affairs which are trans- 
acted in the Royal Councel, and in the other Tribunals, e- 
ven to the caufing them to Render to him, an exadl account 
of the judgments there given. In one word, he of himfelf 
Difpofes and Orders all things .; and 'tis by reafon of the 
Abioluce Authority which he hath thus acquired, that the 
greater!. Lords of the Court, and Perfons of the higher!: 
Quality in the Empire ; even the Princes of the Blood, ne- 
ver -appear in his Prefence, but with a Profound RefpeeL 

But to what remains, the Lamas or Tartarian Preifls, of 
whome we have fpoken, are not only refpeSed by the Peo- 
ple, but alio by the Lords and Princes of their Nation, who 
for Politick Ends teftify to them a great deale of Freind- 
ihip : This makes us fear that the Chridian Religion, will 
not find ib eafy an Entrance into the Weitern Tartary, 
They are alio very powerful upon the Mind of the Queen 

H 2 Mo- 
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Mother, who is of their Country, and who is at Prefent 
Threefcore and Ten Years Old ; they are wont to tell her 5 
that the Se£t (of which fhe makes Profeffion^ has no more 
dec'areci Enemv than us. And 'tis a kind of Miracle, or at 
leail an extraordinary Protection of God, that notwithftand~ 
ing this, the Emperor, who has very much Regard and 
Refpecl far her, has not hitherto ceafed to heap on us 
Graces and Honours, confidering; us after an other manner 
than the Lamas. 

During the journy, as the Princes and the cheif Officers of 
the Army went often times to the Qneen to attend at her 
Court ; and that we alfo were advertifed to do fb likewife : 
We were willing frft to confult a Perfon of the Court, who 
loved us very much, and who fpake for us to the Emperor 
in our Affairs, This Lord having entered the Princes Tent, 
told him what had palled, and prefently coming out again : 
The Emperor ( fad he to us ) has given ??ie to underftand, that 
'tis not at all necejfary for you to attend the f^ueen as ethers do ; 
which made us to apprehend enough, that this Princeffe did 
not Favour us. 

The id. Reafon which the Emneror had for maki'112; this 
Jcurny, was for his Health : Becaufe he knew by Experi- 
ence Ions; enough, that when he is too long at Pekin with- 
out going abroad, he cannot avoid his being attacked by fe- 
veral D ; [tempers, which he prevents by means of thefe 
long ProgreiTe?. For during the whole time he never fees 
any Woman ; and that which is more furprifing, there ap- 
pears not any one in ail this Great Army, except, thofe 
which are of the Retinue of the Queen .Mother : 'Tis ytt 
alfo a Novelty that me has accompanyed the King this 
Year, it having not been praclif;d above once, when he 
took with him the three Queens as fir as the Capital City 
of the Province of Lecolum, to vlfic the Sepulchres of their 
Anceflors. 

The Emperor and the Queen Mother pretend moreover 
by this Journy, to avoid the exceffive Keats which are in 

Pi- 
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Pekin, m the Summer during the Dog-days, For in this 
Part of < Tartary } there Reigns during the Moneths of J'wy 
and Auguft fo cold a Wind, efpecially in the Night, that 
'tis necellary to put on thick Cloths and Furrs. The R-;a~ 
fon that may be afiigned for this fo extraordinary Col-.:, 
is that this Region is very much elevated and full of Moun- 
tains : There is one amongft the reft, upon which we con- 
tinually afcended, for the 'pace of 5 or 6 Dayes March. The 
Emperor being deiirous to know, how much it furmounted 
the Plains of Pekin, Diilant about 300 Miles; at our Re- 
turn (after having meafured the Height of above a Hun- 
dred Mountains that lay in our Road ) we found that it had 
3000 Geometrical Pafe of Elevation, above the Sea that near- 
eft approached Pekin. 

The Salt Peter alio with which fhefe Countrys abound, 
may contribute to this great Cold, which is fo Violent, tha: 
in Digging the Earth to 3 or 4. foot deep, there are fetched 
out Clods all Frozen and peices of Ice. 

Divers of the Petty Kings of the Weftern Tartary, came 
from all Sides for 300 Miles, and fotne for 500 Miles, together 
with their Children, to Salute the Emperor. Thefe Prin- 
ce?, who for the moil part know none but their own Na- 
tural Language, which is very different from that of the 
Eaftern 'Tartary, took Regard of us, with Afpecls and 
Geftures of a Goodnefs very particular. There were forre 
amongft them, who had made a Journy to Pekin to fee the 
Court, and who had feen our Church. 

One or two days before we arrived at the Mountain 
which was the boundary of our Journy, we met a Petty King 
very aged, who returned from accompanying the Emperor, 
he feeing us flayed with all his Retinue, and enquired by 
his Interpreter, which of us was called Naubomj, one of our 
Servants having made a Signe that it was I j this Prince 
accofted me with a great deal of Civility, and told me that? 
for a long time he had known my Name, and that he had 
defired to know me. He fpoke a-ifo to Father GrimaMi, 

with. 
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with the fame Marks of Affection. The favourable Enter- 
tainment he gave us in this Rancounter, gave feme Rea- 
son to hope that our Religion might find an eafy Entrance 
to thole Prince?, particularly if care be taken to iniinuate 
into the Minds of" thofe Princes, by the Means of the 
Mathematicks : Which if there mould at any time be a 
Defigne to penetrate into their Country : The moft fure 
way for divers Reafons, ( which I have not the Leifure to 
Explain, here) will be to begin the Entrance with the other 
Tartars more Remote, which are not at ail Subjects of this 
Empire, from whom we may pafs on to thefe. advancing 
by little and little towards China. 

During the whole Journy, the Emperor has continued to 
give us lingular Tokens of his Good Will, mewing us Fa- 
vours in the Sight of his Army, which he mewed to none 
belides. 

One time meeting us in a great Vally, where we were 
meafuring the height and the diftance of fome Mountains, 
he made a Stay with the whole Court, and calling to us 
from a great diftance, he demanded of us in the Chinefe 
Language, Hao mo? that is to fay, are you well in Health ? 
And then asked us feveral Queftions in the Tartarean Lan- 
guage, concerning the heighth of thefe Mountains, to 
which I anfwered alfo in the fame Language j after which 
turning to the Lords that were about him, he difcourfed 
with them concerning us in very obliging Expreffions, as 
I learned the fame Night from the Prince his Unckle, who 
was then by his fide. 

He teflified alfo his Affection to us, hy cauling often 
meat to be carryed to our Tents from his own Table 
willing alfo that on fome Occafions we mould eat in his ; 
and every time he did us this Honou r , he had a Regard to 
our Days of Abftinence, and of Falling, fending us only 
fuch Meats as we could ufe. 

The eldefi Son of the Emperor after the Example of his 

Father, gave us Marks alfo of his Bounty, for having been 

3 con- 
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conftrained to flay more than 10 day?, by reafon of a Fall 
from his Horfe, by which he was hurt in his right Shoulder ; 
and one part of the Army in which we were, having at- 
tended, whilfl the Emperor with the other continued b ; s 
Hunting, he was not wanting in fending to us da ; ly, and 
fometimes twice a clay during this fp?ce, Food from his 
own Table. In fine, we lookt en all thefe Favours of the 
Royal Family, as the Effects of a particular Providence 
which watched over us, and over Chriftianity, for which 
we had £o much the more occafion to thank God, for that 
the Affection of the Emperor, was never fo conftantlv 
fhewn to the Grandees of the Empire, nor to the Princes of 
the Blood. 

As to what relates to the other Particularities of our 
Journy , they are likewife to thofc which happened to us the 
kfc Year, in the journy to the Eaftern Tartar^ which I 
have fully difcribed in my laft Letter; that is lo fay, that 
we made uie of the Emperors Horfo, and of his Litters, 
that we lodged in the Tents, and eat at the Table of the 
Prince his Unckle, to whome he had particularly recom- 
mended U5. 

During more than 6co miles, which we had palled in 
coins ancl returning f for we did not return bv the fame 
Road ) he caufed to be made a great High-way crofs the 
Mountains end the Valiies, for the Queen Mother, who 
went in a Charriot ; he caufed alfo an inhnhe cf Bridges to 
be made over the Torrents, a? alfo the Rocks to be cur, 
and the Points of the Mountains, with incredible Pains 
and Expmces: Father Grimaldi (hall defcribe the other 
particulars in his Letter. 

As to the beniht which the Religion may draw from 
our Journy, I have ipoken eifewhere ; it fufriceth to lay 
that the Emoeror, to whole Will we cannot make the lead: 
refaftance, without exporing all this million to a .manife.fi 
Danger, has ordered us to follow him. I ceafbd net how- 
ever to fpeak twice to that Lord cf the Court, who is our 

par- 
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particular Friend, to excufe us for the time to come, from 
thefe long Journies, and efpeeially me, ivbo am not of an 
jjge fit for it : I tryed to obtain at leaft that they would he 
contented to take only one of us ; the Letters of our Fathers 
were daily brought us during the Journy, and I had the 
convenience of writing to them, by means of the Curriers 
which continually went to and came from the Royal City : 
I write all this in haft, that I may continue to give you an 
Account of our Affairs. 



An Explanation j necejfary to jujiijy the Geography 
fuppofed in thefe Letters. 

IT may feem wonderful, that the Author of thefe Letters 
makes mention in his former, of a kind of Warr between 
the Oriental Tartars and the Mofcovites, notwithftanding the 
extream diflance, thefe People appear to be from one another 
in our Geographical Charts j but thofe who know how much 
the Mofcovites have extended the Bounds of the Empire along 
the 'Tartarian Sea, will judge the thing lefs difficult:, befides 
thofe who have feen thsfe Countrys, have made Difcoverles 
much differing from thofe which our Geographers have in- 
formed us of hitherto. Very lately Monfeiur D' Arcy, who 
commands one of the Kings Ships, in the Fleet of Monfeiur 
Le Marefcal d EJlrees, informed us, that having ferved in 
'Poland, and having been made Governor of a Place to- 
xvards Mofcovy, the Mofcovite Ambaffadors in their returne 
having paffed by him, and being by him, treated in fuch 
a manner as put them into a very good Humor ; one cf 
them mewed him a Chart of the Countrys between Mcfco- 
vy and China : and told him, that from 3 Citys which he 
mewed him, whofe Names were Lop/la, Abafinko, Nerginf- 
ko, all 3 under the Government of the great Dukes, tho' 
Situated in the great Tartary, there was a Way to Pekin^ 

which 



